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TaE  CHURCH  AND  TdE  aaNERilTlON  BET\^EEN 
THIRTY  and  forty-five  YEARS.. 


There  is  indubitable  evidence  tliat  the  progress  of  tlie 
Protestant  Church  in  America  is  being  hindered  by  lack  of  conviction 
and  uncertainty  as  to  its  mission,  .particuJLar.ly  in  its  worid-v.ide 
outreach.  This  is  apparent  in  the  failure  of  trie  church  to  enlist 
the  active  participation  of  men  and  women  bet'ween  the  ages  of  thirty 
and  forty-five.  This  group  either  does  not  see  the  relevance  of 
Christianity  to  present-day  problems  or  questions  the  effectiveness 
of  the  organized  church  in  implementing  Cnristian  idealism. 


‘ Is  tfiis  problem  peculiar  bo  the  Aiiierican  Church?  Is  tnere  a 
similar  situation  in  Great  Britain, on  the  Continent,  in  the  Near  East, 
the  Mid  East,  the  Far  East?  If  so,  where  does  tiie  fault  lie?  Can  ti)e 
hidden  causes  of  the  defection  of  this  group  be  laid  bare?  Has  ti:ie 
generation  concerned  been  conditioned  in  adolescence  by  circumstrtnees 
unltnown  to  any  preceding  generation?  Did  something  unique  happen  to 
tliam  which  should  be  taken  into  account  as  the  chiirch  seeks  to  meet  tiie 
problems  of  enlisting  them  in  service.  By  a frank  admission  of  failure, 
by  pooling  the  experiences  of  qll  branches  of  the  v;orld-\vide  church  is 
it  possible  to  discover  .where  the  church  lost  touch  with  this  generation 
of  younger  men  and  women? 


It  was  questions  like  those  which  led  to  an  exploratory  study 
recently  made  in  tlie  United  States  in  eight  cormiiunities  of  widely  vary- 
ing character  and  geogr-aphic  distribution,  in  which  79  churches  of  II 
denominations  were  studied.  The  problem  was  found  to  be  extremely 
complex.  So  far  only  the  preliminary  soade  work  of  investigation  hat 
been  completed.  ' 


No  attempt  has  been  m-ade  at  a scientific  ana.Iysis  of  bie 
problem.  A total  period  of  four  montlis  in  time  and  verj'  limited  finan- 
cial resource-s  precluded  an  .intensive  study.  The  value  tlitrefore,  of 
tlie  survey  hcrei^i  reported  is  not  in  any  established  conclusions  but 
in  paving  the  way  for  further  investig.ation  in  America  and  in  otlier 
countries. 


At  the  outset  it  was  recognized  tiiat  the  study  should  include 
both  mon  and  v/oraen  of  this  age  group  and  should  cover  the  entire  range, 
from  those  v/ho  arc  wholly  out  of  touch  with  the  church  to  those  who  are 
actively  participating  in  its  program.  Cut  unavoidable  restrictions 
made  it  necessary  to  limit  the  initial  study  to  young  v;onen  and  to 
consider  only  that  gi'oup  which  has  any  relationship  \/hatovcr  with  the 
organized  church,  oven  though  it  be  so  tenuous  a connection  as  sending 
a child  to  the  Sunday  School  v^hile  not  attending  any  of  the  services. 

It  was  hoped  thus  to  discover  v/ays  in  which  the  problem  might  further 
bo  investigated, 

♦ 


THE  PROBLEM,  To  ascertain  whether  this  age  group  v/ants  the  church  as 
an  institution  to  oontinuo;  to  dotormine  what  in  the  judgment  of  this 
group  is  the  function  of  the  church  in  the  community,  - locally, 
nationally,  internationally;  to  discover  to  v/hat  dogroo  they  are 
supporting  the  local  church;  and  to  suggest  v/ays  in  v;hich  a larger 
measure  of  cooperation  can  be  secured. 


FRQCEDURE , Since  a nation-wide,  scientific'  survey  v;as  impossible,  it 

wqs  decided  to  sample  several  sharply  differentiated  communities  and 
thus  to  open  up  the  way  for  a later,  more  thorough  investigatioh. 

Three  methods  of  approaching 'the  problem  were  follo^TOd;  the  question- 
naire, ivith  a personal  covering  letter;  the  individual  interview;  the 
group  discussion.  This  paper  is  based  on  replies  fro3  715  (juostionnairo 
and  personal  observations  from  visits  to  a large  number  of  communities 
of  various  types  and  differing  geographic  areas. 


The  limitations  of  the  questionnaire  as  an  instrument  wore 
clearly  recognized.  Conclusions  drafsa  from  the  answers  cannot  be 
measured  by . scientific  standards,  nor  con  they  avoid  the  condemnation 
of  being  half-balced  and  superficial.  But  it  was  hoped  that  certain  ' 
trends  might  be  recognized  in  the  replies  v/hich  would  furnish  a target 
to  shoot  at  in  later  studies.  The  questionnaire,  of  the  ’’yes”  and  ”no" 
typo,  \7as  devised  to  reveal  a correlation  botvrcon  opinion  and  personal 
action.  For  example,  each  question  disclosing  a conviction  as  to  the 
fvinction  of  the  church  vras  followed  by  another  pointing  out  the  degree 
of  cooperation  in  that  particular  phase  of  the  program  of  the  local 
church. 


In  an  attoiTipt  to  objectify  tho  problem  the  results  of  the 
questionnaire  have  been  charted  in  four  forms  shovdng;  the  picture  of 
eadh  local  church;  a composite  picture  of  each  community;  one  of  each 
communion  studied;  and  finally,  one  of  tho  country?'  as  a whole  so  far 
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as  the  sampling  presents  it.  No  claim  whatever  is  made  of  scientific 
validity  in  the  results  obtained,  but  they  are  presented  with  the  con- 
viction that  they  are  more  valuable. than  mere  suniiises.  The  object 
of  the  study  is  to  lay  bare  v/hat  appear  to  be  significant  tendencies 
and  thus  to  discover  the  direction  in  v/hich  further  light  on  the 
question  may  profitably  be  sought.  If  the  contour  of  certain  aspects 
of  the  problems  is  even  faintly  delineated  in  this  preliiidnary  exam- 
ination it  v;ill  have  served  a useful  purpose. 


The  Findings  of  the  First  Exploratory  Survey , 


The  village  studied  was  founded  about  50  years  ago.  It  is 
situated  about  fifteen  miles  from  a large  metropolitan  *city.and  is  made 
up  of  beautiful  homes  on  restricted  lots.  The  population  is  largely 
made  up  of  the  families  of  business  ,and  professional  people.  They  are 
of  an  unusually  high  type  intellectually  and  possess  'a  keen  social 
consciousness.  There  are  ^ivell  organized  coimnunity  welfare  and  civic 
agencies;  a progressive  educational  system;  an  active  Parent  Teachers 
Association,  Ilany  cultural  and  athletic  interests  are  fostered  by 
various  social  clubs.  In  addition  to  a flourishing  Yfoman’s  Club 
v/hich  publishes  its  own  monthly  magazine,  there  are  many  organizations 
for  boys  and  girls.  It  represents  therefore  a con^lex,  highly  organ- 
ized life,  . 


In  this  setting  an  attempt  was  made  to  find  out  what  is 
happening  to  the  young  women  between  the  ages  of  30  and  45  so  far  as 
organized  Christianity  is  oonceimed.  Does  the  Church  enlist  and  hold 
them  or  are  they  absorbed  for  the  most  part  in  the  activities  of  the 
community,  or  of  the  largo  city  adjacent  to  it?  Can  the  church  compete 
with  the  many  other  worth-while  organizations?  Is  it  providing  some- 
thing not  to  be  found  in  any  other  institution? 


Eliminating  the  Roman  Catholic  and  the  Christian  Science 
Churches,  the  three  remaining  churches  were  studied  --  the  Reformed 
Church  and  the  Congregational  Church,  v/hich  are  comriiunity  churches, 
and  the  Episcopal  Church, 


For  purposes  of  illustration  the  survey  of  one  of  these 
churches  is  herewith  reported.  It  is  housed  in  a handsome  Gothic  stone 
structure  on  a beautifully  landscaped  terrace.  Twenty-three  denomina- 
tions are  represented  on  its  church  roll.  The  physiol  plant  leaves 
nothing  to  bo  desired.  There  is  a staff  of  somo*^  ill JILbcti  paid  \vorkers, 
and  in  addition,  an  unusual  number  of  volunteer  workers.  The  church 
program  concentrates  on  a Sunday  morning  senrioo  and  has  no  mid-woek 
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prayer  meeting  or  Sunday  evening  service.  The  record  of  the  church 
school  attendance  is  well  above  the  average  throughout  the  coujitrj’’* 

High  educational  standards  characterize  its  program.  The  iinportancc 
of  pupil-teacher  and  parent-teacher  relationships  is  stressed.  Great 
care  is  taken  in  teacher  training  and  in  the  building  of  the  curriculum 
of  the  church  school. 


There  is  an  active  young  people society,  an  unusually 
energetic  ITomon's  Society  which  holds  ten  monthly  all-day  meetings  at 
which  time  solving  is  done  for  local,  national  and  foreign  missionary 
projects ^ Y/hile  reports  are  given  and  addresses  made.  At  one  ineeting 
each  year  the  \7omen*s  societies  of  all  the  churches  in  the  community 
including  tho  Roman  Catholic,  unite  and  in  rotation  meet  in  the  various 
churches.  On  this  occasion  the  average  attendance  is  about  <,C5t>0,  The 
church  v;omen  of  tho  entire  community  arc  thus  bound  together  in  an  effort 
to  faco  the  groat  issues  of  tho  day,  --  locally,  nationally,  and  world- 
wide. 


There  is  a ten-week  Bible  course  of  study  and  a ■ f ivo-\reok 
mission  study  class  each  year,  A close,  relationship- exists  betv/een  the 
church  and  the  community,  each  affecting  and  helping  the  life  of  tho 
other.  Certain  events- arc  put  on  by  joint  effort,  - such  as  a Christmas 
pageant,  which  originated  in  the  church  but  soon  became  a community 
function.  There  is  also  cooperation  in  raising  the  Community  ITolfaro 
l^md. 


V.lth  what  degree  of  success  is  this  church  enlisting  the 
younger  women  in  sonrico?  hliat  do  they  think  of  its  function,  its 
message,  its  program,  its  leadership?  That  they  are  thinking  about  the 
church  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  41^  of  tho  total  receiving  the 
questionnaire,  took  time  carefully  to  ansv/or  itj  and  in  many  cases,  to 
enlarge  its  usefulness  'by  adding  significant  comments.  This  unusually 
high  return, -as  quest io.nnaires  go,  is  the  more  significant  in  a coriimunity 
surfeited  v/ith  surveys  of  many  sorts. 


That  it  was  the  judgment  of  those  who  ans’.vorod  the  question- 
naire that  there  should  bo  an  organized  Christian  Church  in  the  cor.miunity 
is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  only  throe  per  cent  said  that  they  vrauld 
vidsh  to  live  in  a community  which  has  no  Christian  Church,  One  half  of 
these  contribute  financially  to  the  local  church,  and  the  majority 
attend  tho  services  but  take  no  part  in  the  activities. 


The  coramonts  of  those  xiho  feel  tho  church  does  not  hold  an 
indispensable  place  in  the  community  arc  vrorthy  of  careful  consideration: 
One  who  voted  that  she  would  wish  to  live  in  o,  community  in  which  there 
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is  no  Christian  Church  maintains  that  in  recent  years  the  organization 
has  been  over-con^^le::.  "It  might  bo  beneficial,"  she  says  "to  live  in 
a community  which  has  no  Christian  Church,  in  order  that  one  might  got 
dovm  to  fundamental  values  again;  to  build  up  therefrom,  on  cimplor 
foundations,  something  real  out  of  one’s  ovm  expcrionco," 


A thought-provokihg  comment  is  given  by  another  person  in 
v^hoso  judgment  the  church  has  lost  its  mission  in  the  ooimnunity; 

"The  .Christian  Church  is  top-heavy  with  organization  v;hich  iri^oses 
financial  burdens  far  beyond  the  moaning  of  the  ^/ord  Christian,  The 
fundamental  spiritual  values  are  smothered  in  the  superstructure  not 
only  of  man-made  creeds,  but  also  of  man-made  'religious  vdndow 
dressing'," 


"The  improvement  of  the  individual  alone  v/ill  ever  insure 
the  improvement  of  a community,  large  or  small,  I.bro  attention  should 
be  paid  therefore  by  individuals  bent  upon  influencing  .their  coiomunity, 
to  looking  to  the  job  of  loiovdng  themselves  and  making  sure  that  they 
are  fit  to  try  to  mold  a community  v;ay  of  living  and,  thinking.  The 
church  having  failed  to  concentrate  on  tho  task  of  offering  spiritual 
food  to  those  in  so-called  Christian  countries  has  nothing  to  contribute 
to  non-Christian  countries," 


Of  tho  total  answering  the  questionnaire  from  this  church 
91%  support  the  fchurch  by  financial  contribution,  88^5  attend  its 
services,  but  only  65^  participate  in  its  activities,  l.Tiat  lies  back 
of  tho  non-parti oipation  of  Is  the  cauFO  to 'bo  found  in  its 

program?  In  answer  to  the  question  as  to  whether  tho  church  should 
conoom  itself  vdth  community  problems  71^  voted  affirmatively  ih  tho 
matter  of  unen^loynont  relief.  In  tho  matter  of  seeing  that  recrea- 
tional facilities  are  provided  in  tho  community,  a larger  number  would 
place  this  as  an  inescapable  interest  of  the  church  --mamoly  79%*  In 
the  education  of  public  opinion  in  economic,  social  and  political  reform, 
71%  fool  that  tho  church  should  regard  this  as  part  of  her  mission.  In 
the  face  of  this  expression  of  judgment  in  the  field  of  communal  problems, 
it  is  interesting  to  find  that  only  56^  actually  toko  part  in  community 
service  in  connection  with  tho  local  church,  whereas  71%  perform  those 
sorvioos  through  agencies  independent  of  tho  local  church.  In  this 
connection  it  should  bo  remombered  that  tho  community  under  consideration 
has  an  unusual  number  of  wolfarc  organizations  of  purely  secular  origin. 


Tho  form  of  tho  question  bearing  on  community  service  has 
special  import:  "Should  tho  church  concern  herself  with  it?"  That  T«3ll 

over  two-thirds  vote  "yes"  and  approximately  only  one-half  cooperate 
through  the  church  in  community  service,  is  not  difficult  to  understand. 
It  does  not  necessarily  reveal  a failure  on  tho  part  of  the  church.  In- 
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a large  number  of  the  secular  v/elfare  organizations  of  the  village 
the  Tjorkers  are  cliurch-women.  They  give  tangible  evidence  of  "conoem” 
vdth  comraunity  problems.  But  in  thoir  judgment  the  church  should  hot 
be.  expected  to  duplicate  the  xiork  of  uell-organized  agencies.  She 
should  be  intent  on  that  which  is  her  unique  mission  in  the  community. 


In  the  matter  of  using  the  local  corjnunity  as  a laboratory 
for  experimentation  in  the  field  of  vrorld  peace,  inter-racial  under- 
standing and  economic  and  social  justice,  the  question  v;as  asked  v;hether 
the  local  church  is  the  best  organization  through  which  these  interests 
xtiight  be  channeled,  A considerable  number  of  people  found  this  a 
difficult  question  to  ansi^er.  There  was  evidently  a lacic  of  clear-cut 
conviction  but  of  those  who  answered,  53^  voted 'yes"  in  the  iiiatter  of 
vrorld  peace,  55%  in  race  relations,  35^  in  the  establishment  of  economic 
and  social  justice.  There  was  a larger  degree  of  doubt  concerning  this 
question  than  emerged  in  any  other.  In  the  mihds  of  some,  the  superla- 
tive was  doubtless  the  stumbling  block.  The  church  should  in  their 
judgment  help  bring  about  these  desirable  objectives,  but  was' not  "the 
best  organization"  in  these  fields,  44^  .considered  that  they  v/ere  malcing 
tVirough  the  local  church  their  most  effective  contribution  to  the  better- 
ment of  the  community  locally;  30%  nationally;  34^  internationally. 


Does  this  indicate  that  the  program  of  the  local  church  is  not 
at  present  effectively  set  up  in  these. fields?'  91^  voted  that  the 
program,  of  home  and  foreign  missions  is  relevant  to  the  establishment  of 
\.ro rid  peace,  94^  that  it  bears  upon  the  development  of  interracial  under- 
standing, 80^  that  it  is  germane  to  the  achievement  of  economic  justice. 
In  the  face  however,  of  this  ovenThelming  vote  as  to  the  pertinence  of 
the  program  of  the: church  to  these  fields,  only  54^  are  actually  taking 
part  in  the  building  up  of  the  xrorld  Christian  communitj’’  through  home 
missions,  52^  through  foreign  missions  and  43^  through  Christian  agencies 
independent  of  the  local  church,'  such  as  the  Y.V.'.C.A, 


The  underlying  principle  on  which  the  program  of  the  church 
should  be  drawn  up  was  defined  by  a vote  of  60^  to  be  the  enunciation  of 
Christian  principles  to  the  end  that  individuals  be  inspired  to  apply  them 
to  specific  situations,  94^  signified  that  they  are  attempting  in  their 
non-church  activities  to  give  expression  to  Christian  idealism. 


''  ‘ An  interesting  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  relative  impor- 
tance of  the  various  functiohs  of  the.  local  church  emerged  in  the  ansv/ers 
to  the  question  "In  \7hat  order  of  importance  would  you  place  ITorship, 
Follov/ship,  Christian  Education,  TIorld  Fellov;ship,  Participation  in  Social 
Issues,"  Overwhelmingly  Pbrship  was  affirmed  to  be  the  most  irqportant 
function  of  the  church,  - 69^  so  voted;  22^  placed  Christian  Education 
first,  7%  considered  Fellcw'ship  the  most  important  function  of  the  church. 
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and  Z%  placed  the  building  up  of  17orld  Fellowship  as  the  3K)st  worth- 
while purpose  of  the  church.  Not  a single  vote  was  registered  placing 
the  church's  participation  in  social  issues  as  the  primary  end. 


There  is  appalling  evidence  that  the  importance  of  courses 
of  religious  instruction  or  Bible  study  is  not  recognized,  because  only 
1Q%  avail  themselves  of  such  opportunities,  ' 


Of  primal  consequence  is  the  consideration  of  what  influences 
are  conditioning  this  generation  in  its  attitude  tov/ard  the  local  church, 
asserted  that  the  most  important  single  factor  in  enlisting  or  failing 
to  secure  their  interest  in  the  local  church  is  the  personality  of  its 
leadership.  The  typo  of  program  offered  influenced  75^  for  or  against 
the  church.  It  is  often  maintained  that  folk  are  influenced  by  the 
attitude  of  their  friends,  or  by  advantageous  social  or  business  contacts 
which  the  church  offers,  or  kept  av/ay  by  financial  appeals;  but  so  far 
as  the  particular  church  under  -consideration  is,  concerned,  these  three 
theories  are' disproved  — 14^  are  affected  by  the  attitude  of  friends; 

11^  by  social  or  business  contacts;  %%  by  its  financial  appeals. 


By  charting  the  replies  to  the  questionnaire  positively  and 
negatively,  in  the  area  of  opinion  and  of  personal  action,  there  is 
revealed  a striking  failure  to  match  theory  vdth  fact,  idealism  with 
actuality.  For  example,  failure  to  support  or  attend  or  participate  in 
the  program  of  an  institution  on  the  part  of  those  v/ho  affirm  it  to  be 
•indispensable  in  the  community  is  highly  suggestive.  The  correlation 
between  the  small  percentage  taking  Bible  study  or  courses  in  religious 
education,  and  those  xAxo  actively  participate  in  the  national  and  world- 
vdde  mission  of  the,  church  is  striking. 


The  testimony  to  tho  supreme  importance  of  leadership  boars 
directly  on  the  matter  of  education  of  tho  clergy  and  lay  workers.  It 
indicates  that  the  candidates  for  theological  and  religious  education 
should  not  only  bo  selected  on  tho  basis  of  their  personality  quotient, 
but  that  subsequent  careful  training  in  this  field  should  be  provided. 
Tact  in  dealing  v/ith  individuals  and  groups;  a rich  cultural  life;  a 
fine  sensitiveness  to  the  highest  values  in  life;  an  appreciation  of 
"tho  eternal  fitness  of  things,"  particularly  in  tho  conduct  of  church 
services;  thoso  are  essential  if  the  leadership  of  tho  churches  is  to 
draw  people  into  tho  church.  It  is  clear  that  America  could  profit 
greatly  by  the  report  of  the  Commission  headed  by  Dean  h'eiglo  in  China, 
bearing  on  education  of  tho  leadership  of  tho  church. 


That  vrorship  is  considered  by  an  ovenvholming  majority  tho 
most  important  function  of  tho  church,  should  cause  the  minister  and 
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every  officer  of  ever;>^  crurch  to  study  tiieir  ovvia  form  of  service.  At 
v;hat  points  could  it  be  altered  so  as  to  deepen  the  spirit  of  v.orship? 
The  church  in  America  might  profitably  take  a leaf  from  tiie  book  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  China  v;nich  has  asked  one  of  its  ablest  men  to 
separate  himself  from  every  other  responsibility  and  to  give  his  whole 
time  to  a study  of  worsnip  and  ritual. 


The  percentage  of  tliose  who  contribute  financially  is  three  per 
cent,  greater  thaii  those  who  attend  the  services;  and  a drop  of  twenty- 
three  per  cent,  is  registered  between  those  who  contribute  and  those  who 
participate  in  the  organized  activities.  V.hat  is  the  significcuice  of 
this  fact?  Is  it  due  in  part  to  the  multiplicity  of  tlie  activities  of 
modern  life? 


Why,  if  ninety-one  per  cent,  feel  .thq;  world-wide  program  of  tlie 
church  is  relevant  to  world  peace,  ni'ne'ty-four  per  cent,  to  inter-racial 
understanding,  eighty  per  cent,  to  the.  establishment  of  economic  justice 
do  a bars  fifty-four' per -cent,  participate  thro  ugh' 'national  and  fifty- 
two  peh /cent.  through  international' missions?  . Are  those  causes  being 
presented  to  tli e- younger 'group  , in  such  a vcay  as  to  challenge  their  inter- 
est? wily' do  forty- three  per  cent. , of  tlem- work  for  the  ends  served  by 
the  cause  af  .missions,  tliro ugh  the  Y.Vf.C.A.  instead  of  the  church? 


It  is  clearly  recognized  that  the  ,church  used  for  illustration 
in  tliis  paper  is  in  many  respects  exceotiona].:  its  environiiient  and  its 
personnel  differentiate  it  widel;/  from  other  churches  studied.  It  was 
chosen  not  because  it  was  typical  but  because  it  returned  forty-seven 
per  cent,  of  tiie  questionnaires  ^carefully  filled  out  and  accompanied  in 
many  instances  with’  thoughtful  comments.  ; In  the  interests  of  getting  as 
complete  a picture  as  possible  and  avoiding . undue  emphasis  on  tiie  find- 
ings of  any  one  church  a careful  analysis  has  been  made  of  the  remaining 
thirty-four  churches  representing  nine  denominations  in  seven  widely 
differentiated  communities.  These  include,  one  large  city  on  the  Eastern 
coast;  one  large  city  in  the  Central  East; . one  rural  cominuiiity  in  the 
Central  Wes.t;  one  small  city  in  the  Southwest;  one  city  on  the  Pacific 
Coast;  and  one  young  people's  interdenominationalurban  group. 


The  differences  which  emerge  in  these  studies  are  in  many  in- 
stances reasonably  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  characteristics  of  the  com- 
munity concerned.  For  exaiaple,  the  city  in  the  Southv;est  is  almost 
wholly  Anglo-Saxon  in  population  vdth  a very  few  Negroes  and  Mexicans.  The 
vote  from  this  cormnunity  on  the  relevance  of  the  program  of  the  Church  to 
the  development  of  inter-racial  understanding  vsas  very  large;  namely. 
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ninety-seven  per  cent.  Eighty-eight  per  cent,  voted  that  the  church  v;as 
the  best  organization  to  channel  their  interest  in  race  relations.  The 
values  of  these  percentages,  however,  is  definitely  modified  by  the  char- 
acter of  the  community.  Race  obviously  cannot  be  a burning  issue  there. 


In  other  respects  this  community  differs  from  others  studied. 

Many  of  its  families  are  located  there  because  of  its  colleges  and  ex- 
ceptionally fine  public  school  system.  There  are  two' 'denominational  co- 
educational colleges  and  eight  public  schools  in  a comramity  of  fourteen 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty.  Tnere  are  fifteen  churches  and  the  "lead- 
ing citizens"  as  well  as  the  editors  of  tiie  daily  and  weekly  newspapers 
are  active  church  members.  The  church  has  right  of  way  in  the  schedule 
of  activities  of  the  comrcimity,  Monday  afternoon  being  kept  clear  of  any 
social  affairs  and  given  up  to  cnurch  gatiierings.  Sundays  are  kept 
strictly  for  religious  activities  and  only  recently  after  a very  heated 
campaign  have  the  motion  picture’ theaters  been  allowed  to  open  Sunday 
afternoons.  In  such  a setting  it  is  not  surprising, to  have  the  study  re- 
veal that  of  tliirty-five  churches  studied  in  seven  localities  this  commu- 
nity alone  reports  one  hundred  per  cent,  of  those  answering  iiie  question- 
naire as  regular  attendants  and  contributors  of  the,  church.  The  highest 
percentage  of  those  who  actively  participate  in  the  organizations  of  the 
church  is  reported  from  this  town.  Tne  fact  that  faculty  members  of 
the  colleges  take  an  active  interest  in  cjmmunity  problems  may  be  back 
of  the  unusually  large  vote  of  those  takiiig  part  in  community  services 
through  Uie  churches.  This  is  tv/enty-three  per  cent,  greater  than  that 
of  any  other  coimnunity  studied.  v 


In  the  matter  of  the  relevance  of  the  program  of  the  church  to 
wnrld  peace  both  the  Southwest  community  and  the  small  Middle  West  city 
registered  a vote  of  one  hundred  per  cent.  The  lowest  vote  on  this  ques- 
tion va.s  from  the  metropolitan  center  in  the  East.  In  the  matter  of  the 
relevance  of  the  program  of  the  church  to  the  achieving  of  economic  jus- 
tice there  was  again  a difference  between  the  smaller , communities  and  the 
larger  cities.  The  Southwest  community  leads  by  a vote  of  ninety-three 
per  cent.  The  Pacific  Coast  and  Middle-East  towns  tie  witii  a vote  of 
eighty-six  per  cent,  whereas  the  two  large  Eastern  cities  register  seventy- 
six  per  cent.  It  should  be  noted  that  in  the  more  isolated  smaller  commu- 
nities the  church  is  often  the  only  channel  through  v/hich  interest  in 
world  peace,  economic  justice,  interracial  understanding  can  be  exoressed. 
In  metropolitan  centers. other  organizations  exist  to  further  these  ends. 


. A close  correlation  is  observable  between  the  Pacific  Coast  com- 
munity and  that. of  the  Middle  West  town  and  is  to  be  explained  by  the  fact 
that  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Far  Western  commianity  came  originally 
from  the  Middle  West.  Tne  Pacific  coast  city  of  twenty-one  t.iousand 
people  is  noted  for  its  churches,  thirty  in  number  of  all  known  and  some 
unxnown  sects.  By  contrast  to  the  other  cities  on  the  Pacific  Coast  the 
people  are  very  conservativ?,.  It  is  enc-.ur..ging. 


howuver,  to  imow  that  a large  number  of  ycung  people  are  no7v  making 
themselves  felt  in  the  churches.  T^e  younger  women  are  missionaiy-minded 
and  much  laore  orogressive  and  expressive  than  their  eiders.  A large  per- 
centage of  the  entire  town  attends  church  because  there  are  fewer  distrac- 
tions of  an  undesirable  nature  than  in  the  city,  the- beach,  or  industrial 
centers. 


Charting  the  replies  -^f  the  countiy  as  a whole  and  comparing  the 
picture  tith  that  of  the  local  church, used  illustratively ^in  this  paper, 
certain  significant  trends  emerge.  Financial  contributions  maintain  their 
peition  in  the  range  of  ninety  to  -one  hundred  per  cent.,  eo:cept  in  the 
small  interdenominational  club  which  is  made  up  exclusively  of  young 
people  in  a lower  salaried  group.  Attendance  and  participation  in  church 
organizations  rate  lovvest  in  tl'ie  highly  orgexiized  community  near,  a metro- 
politan center.,  ■ • . 


Any  coraparison  of  the  participation  of  this  age  group  in  commu- 
nity problems  is  of  significance  only  as  allowance  is  made  for  local  agen-  ' 
cies  othe,r  than  church' which- are.  meeting  these  needs.  In  the  realm  of 
wider  interests  such  as  vii’orl'd  peace,  interracial'  landcrs-tanding  and  economic 
justice,  .there  is  ho  ■dissenting  voice  from  any  group  as  -to  thp  resp.,<nsibll- 
t.V  of. the  church  in  these  fields.  . Iherc  is  cleir  evidence,  however,'  of  a 
disheartening  failure  to  promote  these  c-auses  through  local  church  organi- 
zations. The  lowest  rating  in  personal' activity  through  homp  and  foreign 
missionary  organizations  is  in  the, highly  privileged  community  one  of 
vhiose  churches  is  described  in  detail  in  the  foregoing  paper.  A signi- 
ficant agreement  is  revealed  throughout  the  country  in  the  conviction 
that  the  chief  objective  of  the  church  should  be  inspiring  people  to  -apply 
the  principles  of  Christ.  There  is  a consensus  of  all  the^ churches 
studied  as  to  the  supreme ' importance  of  personality  in  lay . leadership  and 
trie  type  of  program  offered  by  the  local  cnurch.  There-  is  practical  Una- 
nimity in  the  entire  group  of  churches  surveyed  as  tC'  the  order  of  impor- 
tance of  the  functions  of  the  church.  The  picture  therefore  of  this  aspect 
of  the  S'tudy  presented  by  the  church  described  in  detail  above  is  accurate 
BO  far  as  the  entire  Survey  goes. 


It  is  encouraging  to  find  in  the  generation  of  young  women  studied 
sufficient  interest  in  the  church  to  have  drawTi  out  an  unusually  satisfac- 
tory number  of  careful  replies  'to  the  questi.onnaire.  These  reveal  Unques- 
tionably a strong  conviction  that  the  community  needs  a church,  but  finan- 
cial support  of  the  local  church,  seems  to  be  more  successfully  cared  for 
than  the  matter  of  attendance  or  participation  in  its  orogram.  A sharp  dis- 
crepancy appears  between  tl^e  progr-am  for  which  the  church  is  declared  tjy 
this  group  to'  be'  responsible  and  its  participation  in  that  program.  The 
.specifically  spiritual  aspect  of  the  church' S' mission  .is  emphasized  by ’an 


overwhelming  vote  placing  w'orship  as  of  primary  importejicej  but  a striking 
failure  to  engage  in  Bible  study  and  religious  education  is  brought  out. 
Leadership,  lay  and  clerical,  is  voted  to  be  the  most  potent  element  in  the 
allegiance  to  or  desertion  of  the  church  by  this  group.  Nearly  one-half  of 
this  generation,  intent  on  building  a better  world-order  on  spiritual  foun- 
dations, are  finding  in  Christian  organizations  other  than  the  church  the 
outlet  for  their  enthusiasm  and  energy.  The  reasons  for  this  deflection 
of  activity  seem  to  lie  partly  in  the  organizational  structure  and  partly 
in  the  program  of  the  church. 


Conclusions  Based  on  Observation.  Interviews,  and  Group  Discussions. 


A (jareful  study  of  the  relationship  of  this  age  group  to  the 
y.W.C.A.  lead  to  the  following  conclusions:-  in  most  cases,  the  Y.Vii.C.A. 
asks  for  001'.  secures  i car  gi’o-.tcr  d..!bunt  1 rxir  S'^ivlcc  ir  its 

V tunt^ar  • rkers  tr- xi  ,es  the  courch.  Again  and  again  this  comment  v/as 
made:  "The  Y.W.C.a,  certainly  vrorks  one  to  the  limit.  It's  a full  time 
job,  ail  right!"  Is  there  a lesson  here  for  the  church?  V/hen  recently  a 
young  woman  v/as  asked  to  take  a certain  office  in  a church  organisation  she 
was  told  not  to  hesitate  bo  acepet  it,  ihat  iw  would  not  be  much  ?/ork.  She 
refused  it  and  said  later,  "Is  that  all  they  think  I am  capable  of — a job 
which  does  not  take  much  effort?"  By  her  ->vvn  word  she  v/ould  have  accepted 
a more  demanding  position. 


Furthermore, ' the  :>rganization  of  tJie  Y.A'.C.A.  differs  from  that 
of  the  church.  On  the  governing  boards  of  the  church,  either  local  or  de- 
nominational, women  have  a very  minor,  if  indeed  any  place.  In  most  of  its 
branches  they  may  not  be  ministers,  in  many  they  may  not  be  elders,  on  the 
important  commissions  of  the  church,  even  those  dealing  with  the  home,  mar- 
riage and  divorce,  women  seldom  hold  membership.  Recently  in  a worldwide 
conference  on  the  Church,  Community  and  State,  several  of  the  largest  com- 
munions in  America  failed  to  appoint  a single  women  delegate.  In  some 
cases  after  the  women  had  remonstrated,  the  vacancies  which  occurred  when 
men  dropped  out,  were  filled  by  women.  There  is,  therefore,  at  present 
very  small  opportunity  for  direct  leadership  by  women  in  the  local, 
national,  and  inter-national  councils  of  the  church.  In  the  Y.VuC.A.  how- 
ever, the  situation  is  quite  different.  As  a group  recently  said,  "V<ie 
like  the  Y.W.  because  w^e  women  rm  tlie  whole  show." 


A century  ago  when  there  were  practically  no  other  fields  of  interest 
open  to  women,  they  developed  the  missionary  organizations  of  the  local 
church  as  an  cutlet  for  their  devotion  and  administrative  abilities. 

Later,  women's  boards  of  missions  were  formed  in  many  of  the  denominations, 
certain  of  which  continue  to  the  present  time.  On  these  boards  women 
serve  in  volunteer  capacity  as  members  and  as  employed  executives.  In 
the  general  mission  boards  the  membership  is  in  many  cases  divided  between 
men  and  women,  and  in  certain  capacities  women  serve  as  employed  secretaries 
but  there  is  far  from  an  distribution  of  authority  and  opportunity 

for  service.  In  the  membership  of  local  women's  organizations  for  missions 
the  yoTonger  women  are  conspicuously  wanting.  This  condition  is  vividly  il- 
lustrated by  the  report  sent  to  the  Board  at  headquarters  from  a group  of 
women  hwich  has  for  a century  generously  supported  the  work  of  its  commmion 
in  the  foreign  field:  "We  are  unable  this  year  to  meet  our  apportionment 

because  we  are  just  a society  .)f  old  women  dying  off  one  by  one." 
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Missions  as  a cause  has  -n'cvided  the  major  appeal  for  v.oaien's  in- 
terest in  past  decades,  but  the  youn,^er  v/oaen  of  today  .jlainly  see  that  their 
participation  in  tlie  v;ork  of  tlie  ciiurch  is  checkmated  by  male  su '<ervision, 
all  the  v;ay  from  the  local  institution  to  the  highest  churcii  councils.  This 
fact  without  question  dampens  their  entliusiasm.  Ho^^  long  must  it  be  true 
that  young  women  may  find  in  every  profession  and  every  other  organization 
a measure  of  opportunity  for  leadership  which  the  Christian  church  denies 
them?  Passing  strange,  is  it  not,  tliat  Christianity  having  emancipated 
woman  should  now  be  so  slow  to  utilize  her  fullest  gifts! 


In  the  third  place,  considering  the  program  of  the  Y.VhC.A.  it  may 
profitably  be 'asked;  V/hat  is  it  that-draws  and  holds  the  loyalty  of  these 
young  women?  For  more  than  a decade  the  Y.VV.G.A.  has  been  fearless  in  fac- 
ing tlie  evils  in  social' and  economic  conditions,  and  in  race  relations. 
Right  or  wrong,  in  the  opinion  of  the  cOiumunity  itself,  it  has  dared  to 
arouse  antagonisms  which  have  sometimes  res’olted  in  economic  loss.  It  has 
refused  to  trim  its  prograin  in.  order  to  placate  prospective  don'ors.  Do 
these  young  v/o'mcn  find,  a similar  courage  in  the  Christian  church?  Is  the 
church  awake  to  her  resporrsibiiity  in  the  present  social  and  economic  is- 
sues? As  one  ^/'oung  woman  put  it;  "Tne  church  talks  about  social  problems;  ■' 
the  Y.W.C.A.  does  something  about  them.”  In  the  face  of  the  evidence  that 
the  Y.V/.C.A.  has  ■ succeeded  better  than  trie  church  in  enlisting  the  active 
support  of  younger  v/omen,'  a-  careful  s.tudy  of  tile  policy,  organization,  and 
program  of  tlie  Association  should,  be  of 'value.  ■ 

The  preceding  analysis  of  the  preliminary  survey  shovvs  that  tlie  younger 
wforaen  emphasize  the  importance  of  worship.  They  define  the  chief  purpose 
of  the  local  church  in  terms  of  enun.ciating  the  princi  des  of  Christ  and 
inspiring  pers'onal  a plication  -of  these  to  all  phases  of  life.  It  is,  how- 
ever, not  inc.ohsistent  vdth  this  point  of  view  when  they  declare  that  to 
them  religion  "is  essenti^illy  a social  concept.  They  have  no  spanpathy  with 
tire  theory  th'at  Chris-tianity  is  merely  c )iicernGd with  the  inner  life  c.f 
the  individual.  To  them' a person  cannot  be  eppeeived  apart  from  his  so- 
cial environment.  The  controversy  of  the  personal  versus  the  vSocial  gos- 
pel is  quite'  me.aningless  to  them.  ■ A church'  therefore  which  v/ould  hold 
their  loyalty  must  conceive  its.,  mission  to  be  nothing  less  'than  tlie  per- 
meation of  all  modern  industri.al,  economic,  oolitica.1  cind  social  life  with 
the  idealism  >;f  Jesus.  They  are  impatient  .with  mere  wordy  and  ious  re- 
solutions; these  are  not  enough  t3  satisfy  -them.  Tliey  would,  I believe, 
respond  to  a call,  to  ap  -ly  the  .rincioles  of  Jesus  in  a courageous  w'ay  to 
the  problems  .of  their  day.  ' 


One  ceainot  escape  the  conviction  that  op.e  major  reason  for  the  in- 
difference of  this  younger  group  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  church  presents 
to  them  too  soft  a message.  There  are  illustrations  apien't^i^  to  show  -that 
they  respond  superbly  to  a challenge  to  the  heroic.  T'l^ere  are  many  in  the 
group  not  now  tied  into  the  organizational  program  of  the  church,  who  are 
spiritually,  kin  'to  that  y'oung  Frenchmaji  who  refused  to  undartoke  military 
because  of  his  religious  convictions  and  flung  back  at  tlie  court  these 
stirring  words;  "I  ;am  a Christian,  To  me  conversion  is  not  a sentimental 
or  intellectual  adlie^ji'.-'n  to  a creed.  It  is  a deep,  brutal,  implacable 
revoluti.'on  of  life  which  hurts  the  feelings  and  buj-ns  away  soft  habits  vdth 
a devastating  fire  which  reaches  into  all  the  ways  :f  life.” 


Those  organizations  v/hich  today  hold  the  loyalty  of  youth  in 
many  sections  of  the  world,  - Communism,  Fascism,  Nazism  - are  literally 
built  up  on  the  capacity  to  endure  hardness  for  a cause,  V/buld  the 
younger  generation  not  respond  if  the  full  force  of  the  Christian  social 
gospel  ‘vvere  "let  loose  upon  them,  to  bring  them  face  to  face  vdth  moral 
alternatives  and  offer  them  intellectual  and  spiritual  aid  in  the  pursuit 
of  a better  v/ay?"* 


In  addition  to  the  emphasis  on  the  social  implications  of  the 
gospel,  these  younger  people  demand  a presentation  of  the  truths  of 
Christianity  v:hich  is  intellectually  valid.  Childish  concepts,  outmoded 
presentations  of  spiritual  truths  v/ill  not  hold  them.  In  the  comment  of 
one  of  them,  "An  intellectually  as  well  as  a spiritually  satisfying  sermon 
is  very,  very  rare,"  The  one  thing  which  emerged  in  every  situation 
studied,  is  the  truth  that  much  v;hich  the  older  generation  finds  to  be 
satisfactory  in  the  message  of  the  church  seems  to  this  younger  group 
obsolete,  narrow,  and  in  some  cases  even  unconsciously  hypocritical. 


"In  this  vast  transition  of  thought  which  we  have  called 
•scientific,*  the  church  has  lamentably  failed  as  guide.  Organized 
religion  also  has  been  the  cause  of  doubt.  Instead  of  granting  emancipa- 
tion it  has  bound  on  the  mind  burdens  grievous  to  be  borne.  The  church 
should  mediate  God  to  each  generation  in  terms  of,  that  generation's  own 
life,"** 


In  order  to  "mediate  God"  to  this  generation  of  younger  people, 
"in  terms  of  its  own  life,"  some  understanding  of  the  influences  vdiich 
have  peculiarly  played  upon  their  life,  is  essential,  V.’bre  there  unique 
factors  in  the  years  of  their  adolescence?  Or  was  it  the  same  old  problem 
of  youth  versus  age  which  has  characterized  every  generation  since  Adam? 
That  this  group  is  the  product  of  post-war  conditions  emerged  clearly  in 
interviews  and  discussions. 


The  disintegration  of  the  cultural  order  which  occurred  during 
the  v;ar  left  its  unmistakable  mark  on  this  group.  Tradition  lost  its 
significance.  Reverence  v/as  throv/n  into  the  discard.  The  individual 
acquired  supreme  ir^ortance,  A generation  of  intellectual  sophisticates 
came  into  being,  which  broke  with  religion. 


* F,  Ernest  Johnson,  "The  Church  and  Society,"  p,  218,  219,  (Abingdon 
Press) 

♦*  George  A,  Buttrick,  "The  Christian  Fact  and  i'lodem  Doubt,"  p,  32, 
(Scribner’s) 


Their  adolosoonce  vms  further  modified  by  a specific  change 
v;hich  by  a gradual  process  had  taken  place  in  education.  Preceding 
generations  v/ere  the  product  of  an  educational  system  vrhoso  roots  v/ero 
embedded  in  religion.  Some  fifty  years  ago,  the  Protestant  Church  in 
America  definitely  relinquished  its  responsibility  in  the  field  of 
general  education,  causing  its  complete  secularization.  The  Roman 
Catholic  Church  continued  to  maintain  and  strengthen  its  parochial 
schools  and  colleges,  but  all  religious  influences,  direct  and  indirect, 
v/ero  v/ithdrawn  from  the  general  educational  system,  Protestantism  cannot 
therefore  roly  on  education  as  con.  the  Church  of  Romo,  for  the  fostering 
of  religious  faith.  Indeed  it  must  oJfbon  moot  in  the  educational  v.^orld 
its  most  deadly  foe,  T.laat  shall  \ro  say  of  a campus  which,  offering  a 
prize  for  the  best  definition  of  life,  placed  high  on  the  list  such 
utterances  as  these:  "Life  is  a jail  sentence  which  v;e  get  for  the  crime 

of  being  bom,"  "Life  is  a disease  for  v^hich  the  only  cure  is  death," 
"Life  is  a bad  joke  which  isn’t  even  funny,"  The  evil  wind  of  such  a . 
bare  and  cynical  philosophy  as  this  blow  across  the  life  of  many  of  thpso 
vrho  are  now  outside  the  Christian*  church. 


ITot  only  have  many  colleges  r/hi'ch  were  formerly  constructively 
religious  become  non- religious,  they  have  in  certain  respects  become 
definitely  anti-religious.  How  else  can  one  characterize  the  atmosphere 
of  an  institution  which  places  on  its  roforonco  shelf  in  Sociology  no 
other  book  on  religion  save  that  out-of-date,  destructive  volume  entitled: 
"The  JoiSus  I'lyth"?  ■ . . 


Not  only  are  the  foregoing  facts  essential  to  any  understanding 
of  the  generation  of  young  people  under  consideration,  but  the  setting  of 
their  life  must  bo  considered  if  the  picture  is  couplet e. 


It  would  appear  that  for  the  preceding  generation  life  was 
immeasurably  more  simple.  Relatively  spoalcing,  "to  be  a Christian  then 
must  have  been  an  easy  matter,"  People  did  not  have  to  thinJ:  through  the 
difficult  problems'  inherent  in  the  civilization  of  today.  The  anti- 
Christian  forces  now  playing  upon  homo  life  and  education  wore  unloiown  to 
them.  Family  v;orship  and  the  deeply  religious  atmosphere  which  character- 
ized the  homos  of  prooeding  generations  are  almost  vyholly  lacking  today. 

Life  has  been  p series  of  upheavals  for  the  present-day  group  of  younger 
people.  Many  of  them  have  found  no  solid  ground  anyv/horo  on  which  to  stand. 
To  most  of  them  the  church  appears  to  have  no  clear  v/ord  of  assurance,  no 
effective  prograra  of  action.  They  see  the  need  of  a nov;  world-order 
characterized  by  social  and  economic  justice,  inter- racial  understanding, 
international  fair-play,  but  question  whether  the  Christian  philosophy  of 
life  has  a recognizable  relevance  to  these  concrete  problems.  They  are 
asking  "Just  v/hero  and  how  does  the  Christian  church  play  into  the  situation? 


The  following  quotations  ai*e  from  those  who  took  the  ques- 
tionnaire so  seriously  that  they  v/ished  to  give  at  least  a partial 
analysis  of  the  background  of  their  present  position  in  regard  to  the 
church. 


"Vfe  1/ere  in  our  teens  v/hen  the  armistice  occurred.  The  soldiers 
returned  from  the  front.  They  were  our  heroes.  They  had  sacrificed 
everything  for  a great  Cause,  The  church  blessed  them,  God  was  on  the 
side  of  the  allies.  Our  men  ivent  overseas  to  fight  for  the  right, 

"Nov/  that  they  v/ere  home  v/e  listened  to  their  talk  and  v/atched 
them  v/ith  adolescent  adoration.  They  didn’t  go  to  church.  Religion 
played  no  part  in  their  lives.  Openly  they  declared  that  the ^ spiritual 
concepts  back  of  their  enlistment  had  been  knocked  out  of  them  in  the 
grim  business  of  killing  their  fellow-men.  TiTe  saw  that  the,  ohurch  and 
its  ministers  now  played  no  part  in  their  lives;  and  this  resulted  for 
us  in  loss  of  prestige  for  the  church, 

"Then  v/e  went  to  college.  Intellectual  honesty  characterized 
our  outlook  on  life,  , ''.7e  came  to  see  that  there  was  no  dead-  right  and 
v/rong  in  the  issues  of  the  war.  The  church  >and  her  ministers  had  been 
mistalcen  there.  Hov;  did  we  know  v/e  could  trust  them  in  any  other  realms?" 


Another  comment:  "It  v/asn’t  only  the  war,  but  other  influences 

particularly  in  college  days  v/hich  set  us  ’off’  the  church.  It  was  in  our 
undergraduate  years‘:that  college  athletics  came  to  its  fullest  development. 
The  competitive  records- in  all  countries  were  broken.  And  in  our  eyes, 
physical  strength^  attained  tremendous  prestige.  The  adoration  v/e  as  small 
girls  gave  the  soldiers  nov/  v/ent  to  the  track  men.  Athletics  held  the 
center  of  the  stage  for  us  as  for  no  preceding  generation.  For  most  of  us 
scholastic  interests  v/ere  secondary;  and  spiritual  concerns  were  lost  sight 
of." 


A third  influence  v/hich  uniquely  played  upon  this  generation  is 
thus  described;  "'■'■e  were  definitely  the  victims  (notice  I don’t  say  the 
beneficiaries)  of  the  prosperity  ora,  T!g  had  lots  of  money  in  college. 
Our  vacations  were  filled  vdth  extravagant  pleasure,  Yfe  had  time  and 
money  to  do  anything  v/o  chosb.  The  typical  graduation  present  in  my 
class  v/as  a Cadillac  roadster  or  a trip  to  Europe  or  both,  Ilatorialism 
set  our  stage;  there  was  no  emphasis  on  spiritual  realities.  As  I look 
back  on  it,  I thinlc  it  v/asn’t  really  so  much  a matter  of  lack  of  capacity 
for  spiritual  concepts  of  life  --  it  was  definitely  a matter  of  emphasis 
on  other  values," 


It  seems  clear  therefore  that  in  its  youthful  years  this  gix)up 
v/as  definitely  conditioned  by  the  disillusionment  of  post-war  days,  and 
the  period  of  unprecedented  prosperity  which  followed. 
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It  appears  irrefutable,  even  in  the  preliiiiinary  study  thus 
far  undertaken,  that  the  situation  today  differs  from  that  of  ten 
years  ago  in  precisely  tiiis  aspect.  More  young  people  are  today 
seriously  tiiinking  about  the  place  of  Christian  idealisru  in  their 
topsy-turvy  world.  An  honest  effort  has  been  inade  not  to  overplay  tlie 
evidence  of  this  change  of  attitude,  but  would  such  conuients  as  these 
have  been  made  half  a decade  ago?  Let  tioem  speak  for  triemselves.  ■ 

"1923  knocked  the  bottom  out  of  our  carefree  lii'e,-  our  sense 
of  security,  cur  obsession  vdth  material  things.  V^e've  had  nearly  ten 
years  of  fearfully  hard  sledding.  V'.e've  had  to  establish  nev.  .valu^^s  in 
life;  to  huild  a new  structure;  to  I’e- think  our  wh'.'le  philosophy  of  life. 
We've  experienced,  tloe  collapse  of  much  on  vchich  we  had  counted  as  ours 
for  keeps.  V^e've  lost  our  jobs.  We've  had  to-face  siclcness  and  privation 
in  the  lives  of’' those  vJe  love.  ■ We' have  come  to  realise  that  yve'Vf  got  to 
have  somethirig  butside  burseives  to  tie- to.  Vie  .went ' the  limit  during  col- 
lege years  in  our' SGo.rn  of  Religion.  • 'And  now. we' re  fed  up  with  irreiigion. 
'We  took  v/hat  We  wanted,  arid  now  vi'e -find  iwe  don't  want  waat : we  took. ' 

When  we  were  'going  it  alone, ' cock-sure  tliat  v.e  could' take  care: of  life 
unaided 'by  any' force  outside  ourselves,  irraligion  was,,  all  right.-  Now 
ve  are  married  and  have  a home  and  children  of  our  own  and  tiiat  phileisophy 
of  life  just  ivsn't  good  enough.  Your  questionnaire  has  put  us  on  the 
spot.  'Would  we  wish  to  live  in  a community  in  which  there  is  no  Chris- 
tian Church?'  No  I But  we've  never  seen  ciear.ly  before  that  we're  not 
playing  the  game -because  v/e- don' t support  or  ' participate  in  the  progr--an'i 
of  trie  church.  We've  just  counted’ on  it- running  along,  without  ;.aj:iy  help 
from  us. " ' ■ . ' ■ - ' ■ . 


"All  ■the  other- institutions  in  town — schools,  trie  hospital, 
etc. — could  go  'tomorrow  and  oefore  long  the.,  church  would . rebuild  them. 
But  if  the  church  went,— those  other  institutions  w-ou.L-dn' t last  long. 
No--we ' aren' t willing  to  live  in  a community  which  has  no  church." 


Howe  can  this  group  be  veon-  to  creiativc  participation-  in  .the 
Christian  cause  through  the  Ghristion  church?  Has  organised  Chris- 
tianity failed  partly  because  it  is  net  more  positi'we  in  its  approach? 

H.as  tiie  technique  of  non-Christian  movements  something  of  value  for 
these  protagonists  of  youth  in  the  church?  opcular  leaders  have  ap- 
parently succeeded  in  spe:iking  a language  and  presenting  a.progrun  v.-hich 
tlic  younger  generation  has  with  enthusiasm  and  cansumm.ate  courage  adopted 
as  its  ov-n.  Has  the  church  failed  o-artly  because  of  its  approach  to  the 
younger  gr  )up?  Is  it  not  time  that  we  ceased  talking  about  "enlisting" 
them  in  a campai,gn  already  laid  out  by  the  older  generation?  Instead  of 
"winning  y,uth"  to  a cut  and  dried  program  already  in  the  hands  of  .'on 
older  group,  would  V4S  not  better  ask  them  to  come  into  the  church  and 
S'weeping  aside  .11  impedimenta  and  non-essentials,  courageously  apoiy  the 
principles  of  Cnrist  to  the  problem  of  today? 
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Of  fundamental  importance  in  ineetinj  this  age  gr?up  is  a recog- 
nition of  tile  fact  tiiat  they  are  n >t  interested  in  the  status  quo.  It 
is  only  when  they  have  a part  .in  v;orking  ^>ut  a line  of  action,  based  on 
intellectually  valid  premises,  that  their  full  devotion  is  given  to  any 
cause.  To  them  much  of  the  present  program  of  the  church  is  ineffectual 
and  outmoded.  The  membership  often  appears  to  them  to  be  smug  and  un- 
aivare  of  the  great  issues  if  the  day.  That  ciiurch  vdiich  invites  tiio 
younger  group  to  face  the  truths  of  Cnristianity  unhaiapered  by  any  pre- 
conceptions, and  gives  them  a part  in  building  up  its  program,  will  un-» 
questionably  win  their  fullest  cooperation. 


It  is  folly  to  expect  that  a generation  which  has  conspicuously 
broken  with  tradition  in  every  other  aspect  of  life  will  be  influenced  by 
it  in  its  relationship  to  the  church.  Preceding  generations  have  often 
regarded  attendaiice  at  church  us  the  socially  correct  thing  to  do.  Such 
a motivation  obviously  has  been  ineffectu-ai  with  the  group  mder  cnsid- 
eraticn.  They  reveal  clearly  however  a searching  open-mindedness  in  re- 
gard to  the  function  of  the  church  in  society  today.  Baffled  prob- 
lems,- personal,  national, and  intern-ati-nal,-  they  are  earnestly  apprais- 
ing Christianity.  Does  it  perchance  offer  the  solution  they  seek?  To 
meet  their  questioning  wdth  a clear,  convincing  challenge  is  today  the 
church’s  supreme  opportunity.  Vk'ill  she  recognize  and  utilize  it  before 
it  passes? 


It  is  no  overstatement  that  the  greatest  single  problem  facing 
trie  church  throughout  the  ?/orld  lies  in  the  realm  of  its  relationship 
to  the  younger  educated  people  of  tiie  community.  One  cannot  escape  the 
conviction  that  in  tiie  church’s  growing  realization  of  the  desperateness 
of  the  situation,  lies  the  ground  for  greater  encouragement.  The  neces- 
sity is  immediate.  The  opportunity  revealed  in  the  unquestioned  open 
mindedness  of  youth,  may  soen  pavSs.  Complete  failure  successfully  to 
challenge  them  to  take  over  the  task  of  applying  the  principles  of  Jesus 
to  the  present-day  issues  wdll  mean  a disastrous  retarding  of  the  program 
of  Christianity  throughout  the  whole  world.  Meeting  them  in  their  pres- 
ent mood  of  earnest  search,  convincing  them  that  Christianity  offers  the 
supreme  contribution  to  the  veiy  problems  they  seek  to  solve,  will  infuse 
new  life  into  the  church  aroxjnd  tiie  w'orld,  and  cariy  it  into  an  era  of 
unprecedented  fruitfulness  of  service. 
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